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of our synagogue. 
 

A delicious, kosher for Passover Seder meal will be served each night  

and everyone is invited to participate in the Seder service.   
 

Friday, March 30, 2018 

,ÐÕÊÏÈɤ,ÈÈÙÐÝɯ2ÌÙÝÐÊÌÚɯȱȭȭɯ6:45 PM 

2ÌËÌÙɯȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȱȱȱƛȯƗƔ PM 
 

Saturday, March 31, 2018 

2ÌËÌÙɯȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȭƜȯƗƔ PM 

 

Seating is Limited  

RSVP by Wednesday, March 21, 2018 
 

$75 per person 

$45 for children under 12 years 

Pre-paid reservation required  

 

The Conservative Synagogue of Fifth Avenue 

11 East 11th  Street 

New York, New York 10003 

Csfa11e11@aol.com 

Passover Seders are 

best when they are 

ÚÏÈÙÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÖÛÏÌÙÚȱ 
 

The Conservative Synagogue 

of Fifth Avenue invites you, 

your family, and your friends 

to come together and celebrate 

the Passover holiday with our 

community at the  

CSFA Congregational  

First Seder 

and  

CSFA Congregational  

Second Seder 
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 On the night of March 30 something truly 
miraculous will happen.  Jews throughout the world will 
find their way to a seder, to celebrate Passover together 
with other Jews.  Religious Jews, secular Jews, Reform, 
Conservative, Orthodox Jews, Jews who are in 
synagogue every week, Jews who never go to 
synagogue, but for at least one night almost all of us will 
be doing the same thing: attending a Seder in celebration 
of Passover.  Some may read the entire Haggadah text in 
Hebrew, others in the vernacular of where they live, some 
may only recite the first half of the Haggadah, and some 
may recite almost none of the text.  Nevertheless, they will 
come together to mark the holiday of our liberation as a 
people.  I would venture to say that more Jews attend a 
Passover Seder than observe Rosh Hashana or Yom 
Kippur.  It is truly the most universal and most observed 
holiday on the Jewish calendar.  
 
 When asked ñwhatôs the message of Passoverò 
the usual response is ñFreedom.ò  We were slaves, now 
we are free.  If thatôs all there were to it, however, 
Passover would not have lasted as a holiday for millennia 
and would not be so universally observed.  There must be 
another message and lesson imparted by this holiday that 
gives it such special meaning. 
 
 The Exodus story is so central because it 
celebrates the formation of the Jewish people.  Before the 
Exodus and the giving of the Torah on Mt. Sinai there 
really was no such thing as the ñJewish people.ò  You may 
recall from your Bible stories that we ended up in Egypt 
because there was a famine in Canaan and so Jacobôs 
sons go to Egypt to buy grain.  These brothers were the 
only Hebrews.  In Egypt they encounter their brother 
Joseph, who is the viceroy of Egypt, and the family 
resettles in Egypt.  400 years later this extended family 
has grown into an enormous enslaved community.   
 
 It is only then that God hears their cry and sends 
them Moses to lead them from slavery to freedom.  Only 
then, when they stand before Mount Sinai and accept 
Godôs laws and enter into a unique covenant with the 
Almighty do they become a Jewish nation.  It was only 
after the Exodus and the receiving of the Torah that God 
gave us all the laws, such as keeping the Sabbath and 
keeping kosher, that identify us as Jews.  Passover is a 
celebration of our Jewishness, and our special 
relationship with God, and that is what has kept Passover 
alive as a holiday for so many otherwise disengaged 
Jews.  Itôs a way to acknowledge who we are, no matter 
how far we may have strayed. 
 
 The one verse in Torah more than any other that 
expresses the mood of Passover is   ñFor you were 
strangers in the land of Egyptò.  The reason for the 
importance of remembering this historical circumstance is 
that we are taught that the most terrible human condition 
is to be a stranger.  To be a stranger is to be alone and 
cut off.  On the other hand, the condition of greatest 
human satisfaction is to belong, to be a part of something,  

to be accepted, to belong.  When we are a member of the 
group, we know that we are safe, for we are at one with 
many. 
 
 It is no mere accident that Passover is celebrated 
through the Seder in which we come together as families, 
as Jews, and as member of the fellowship of mankind.  
We are commanded to welcome the stranger to the seder 
table.  Passover means that we are no longer strangers, 
that we are a part of something important, indeed eternal.   
 
 When God takes us out of Egypt and leads us to 
freedom, it is a conditional freedom.  God tells us that He 
took us out of Egypt so that he might be our God.  He 
freed us so that we might accept his laws and enter into a 
covenant which obligates us to spread the light of Godôs 
torah with the nations of the world.  It is for that reason 
that we are reminded that we were strangers in Egypt.  
Our obligation is to be sensitive to the stranger, the 
orphan, the widow, the needy, and the oppressed.  We 
cannot enjoy our freedom or be fully free while ñthe otherò 
is still a stranger, an outcast, or enslaved.  That is not why 
God took us out of Egypt.  He freed us so that we might 
aid the stranger and those in need. 
 
 The Exodus story celebrates our unique 
relationship with God, but that is not the reason our 
Exodus is recalled so often in our daily liturgy.  It is to 
remind us that we were strangers in Egypt and that we 
have a special obligation to the stranger. We celebrate our 
unique relationship with God through the Exodus story, 
but it is for the purpose of carrying a universal message: 
to be kind to the ñother.ò  We know what it is like to be 
ñotherò and we are told, over and over again (36 times) to 
remember that WE were slaves in Egypt. 
 
 Celebrating freedom certainly is part of the 
Passover story, but itôs not simply a ñfreedom fromòð
freedom from oppression, freedom from living in fearðbut 
more than that, it is ñfreedom toòðfreedom to serve God.  
Empty freedom ñfromò becomes old very quickly.  Today, 
each one of us needs to be free from whatever our Egypt 
is to be able to serve God, family, and the Jewish people.  
For most of us, the trick is learning to say ñdayeinu,ò 
enough.  As long as you put making money or advancing 
your career ahead of making time for the things that you 
would undoubtedly claim are more important, you are a 
slave.  The handcuffs may be golden, but youôre not free.  
True freedom means being able to say ñdayeinu,ò I have 
enough.  As it says in Pirkei Avot, ñwho is wise?  The one 
who is content with his portion.ò 
 
 Aside from being a holiday of freedom, another 
unique facet of the Passover celebration is the eating of 
matzah and the prohibition on owning or possessing 
chametz during the holiday.. On the evening preceding 
Pesach we make a serious search of the home, with a 
candle, wooden spoon, and a feather cleaning the last bits 
of chametz from our houses.  This search, however, 
should be for the physical chametz in our homes, as well 
as the chametz in our hearts and souls.   
     
    Continued on page 3 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Passover Message from the Executive Director 
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Conservative Synagogue of Fifth Avenue 
11 East 11 Street   New York, New York 10003 

212-929-6954 
Csfa11e11@aol.com 

http://www.csfany.org 

 
Joseph Schwartz, Rabbi 

David Gaffney, Rabbi Emeritus 
Beth Farber Loewentheil, President 

Russel Winer, Vice President 
Pam Wolf, Vice President 

Gail Berman, Vice President 
Harold Anfang, Treasurer 
Lynn Kutner, Secretary 

Merril Mironer, Vice President, Emeritus 
Leslie Penn, Executive Director 

(Executive Directorôs Message continued from 
page 2) 
 
Chametz represents arrogance.  The absence of chametz, 
of leavened grain, is compared to freeing ourselves of 
being ñpuffed upò or ñfull of ourselvesò.  During this holiday 
when we are expected to draw closer to God as well 
become more sensitive to the needs of those around us, 
we need to remove our own arrogance. Arrogance is the 
barrier between man and God, as well as between man 
and man, and is an impediment to our ability to connect 
with God and mankind. 
 
 May this Passover holiday be an opportunity for 
each of us to free ourselves from our own chametz and 
Egypt, and may we grow closer to God, to each other, and 
to the synagogue we all cherish.  Please review this 
newsletter as well as the synagogue Passover Guide and 
join us when we burn our chametz, join us for a Seder, 
join us at holiday services (which are on a weekend this 
year), and commit yourself to make an earnest effort to 
connect with the CSFA community. 
 
 Best wishes for a Sweet and Kosher Pesach. 

 
 
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
ACTIVITIES AND SPECIAL EVENTS 

COMMITTEE 
By Pam Wolf 

 
We have several activities going on in March. There 
will be a Shabbat Dinner with Rabbi Samuel Barth, a 
candidate for the Rabbi position, who is visiting on 
March 2-3, 2018.   We also anticipate having a 
congregational meeting regarding updates on the rabbi 
search, as the meeting scheduled for Feb 25 was 
postponed. We will holding two Seders at the 
synagogue - the first Seder for Passover on Friday 
March 30th, as well as the Second Seder on March 31. 
Watch your weekly emails for details.   
 
We have three upcoming events which are different 
and exciting. Dates are to be determined,  so again, 
watch your weekly email announcements. We will have 
a wine tasting organized by Stella and the Israel 
Committee, a presentation on immigration, and a new 
addition: Melissa Bailey Kutner will come to speak 
about her archaeological work in the Middle East. 
 
And of course we have our continuing film series two 
Thursdays each month.  This monthôs films are ñPast 
Lifeò, and ñA Matter of Sizeò.  Please join us. 
 
A sweet Passover, everyone. 
 

weôve moved! 
 

visit our new 
website at 

www.csfany.org 



4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CSFA CHESED COMMITTEE 
by 

Susan Leimsider 
 
In January, Jill Dosik and Jeffrey Newman 
participated, as representatives of CSFAôs Chesed 
Committee, in Dorot's package delivery. We are so 
fortunate to have members so committed to Chesed, 
that they carried the torch for us in January.  
 
In February. we participated in a children's clothing-
sorting project with Good+. Norma Rosenthal gave-
up her usual Tuesday night mah-jong game at the 
synagogue, to join me, Bob Reicher, and Tom 
Leimsider on this project. 
 
Our next project is with Dorot on March 18 from 
10AM-12 noon. We will be delivering food packages 
to, and visiting with people on the Upper West Side.  
 

We still need volunteers for this project 
to take-off.  
 
Hopefully, now that winter weather is behind us, 
more congregants will join us on these very important 
missions.   
 
To volunteer please email me at  
thomasandsusan@gmail.com 

 

 

CSFA ISRAEL COMMITTEE 
By 

Stella Schindler 
 
Members from the Israel Committee attended the 
very successful lecture presented by Nitsana 
Darshan Leitner, CEO of the Israel Law Center, at 
the Upper East Side Chabad.  
 
The Israel Committee with the Rabbiôs expertise and 
talent has been preparing popular Israeli music for 
the Yom Haôatzmaut celebration. Personally, I will be 
in Israel for this 70th anniversary and will report on 
the festivities there.  
 
In anticipation of the congregational need for wine for 
Pesach, the Israel Committee is putting together a 
wine tastingð date to be announced shortly. This 
should be a fun and informative eventð be sure to 
come thirsty.  
 
At our next meeting we will have a discussion of the 
David Grossman best selling novel, ñA Horse Walks 
into a Bar.ò  
 
We will also report about current events in Poland 
and Syria and engage in discussion on the impact on 
Israel.  
 
stella189@verizon.net 
212.533.4895 
646.456.8709 (mobile) 
 

 PENNIES FROM HEAVEN 
by 

Les Taub 
 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to and 
supported the CSFA Loose Change Challenge. We 
filled one pretzel jar and started a second. But one 
challenge remained: We had to count and roll up the 
coins so the funds could be deposited. The 
Synagogueôs bank and the ones in the neighborhood 
do not count coins.  
 
Fast forward to Super Bowl Sunday, when a hardy 
group of coin counters gathered at the Synagogue. 
Thanks to Norma Rosenthal and David Oppenheim 
for your help. We weeded through paper clips, 
buttons, screws, batteries and coins from Israel, 
Netherlands Antilles, Costa Rica, Mexico, Great 
Britain, Brazil, Cayman Islands, China and 
Venezuela. The grand total collected, counted and 
rolled came to (drum roll).... $496!!  
 
How do we keep the coins rolling (in)? The jar will 
stay in the office, so keep collecting your change!  By 
the way, all forms of currency including $1, $5, $10, 
and $20 bills are welcomed. 

 

mailto:thomasandsusan@gmail.com
mailto:stella189@verizon.net
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MARCH YAHRZEITS (CONTINUED) 
Victoria Shohet 3/16/2018 Adar 29, 5778 

Judith Vogel 3/16/2018 Adar 29, 5778 

George Cohen 3/17/2018 Nissan 1, 5778 

Robert Fainblatt 3/18/2018 Nissan 2, 5778 

Shlomo Vishnevsky 3/19/2018 Nissan 3, 5778 

Hannah Oestreich 3/20/2018 Nissan 4, 5778 

Belle Spiegelman 3/20/2018 Nissan 4, 5778 

Vicki Lebenbaum 3/21/2018 Nissan 5, 5778 

Arnulf Zweig 3/21/2018 Nissan 5, 5778 

Lillian Brickman 3/23/2018 Nissan 7, 5778 

Samuel Anfang 3/24/2018 Nissan 8, 5778 

Samuel Palevoda 3/25/2018 Nissan 9, 5778 

Maurice Turet 3/25/2018 Nissan 9, 5778 

Sadie Berman 3/26/2018 Nissan 10, 5778 

Sol Juni 3/26/2018 Nissan 10, 5778 

Rose Lewis Moscowitz 3/26/2018 Nissan 10, 5778 

Charles Weisenfeld 3/26/2018 Nissan 10, 5778 

Clara Odoner 3/28/2018 Nissan 12, 5778 

Arnold Greenberg 3/29/2018 Nissan 13, 5778 

Stanley Schick 3/29/2018 Nissan 13, 5778 

Phyllis Lipkind Buckler 3/30/2018 Nissan 14, 5778 

Eliahou Elie Haboucha 3/30/2018 Nissan 14, 5778 

Rose Berko Rubin 3/30/2018 Nissan 14, 5778 

Joseph G. Shapiro 3/30/2018 Nissan 14, 5778 

Gerald J. Brintz 3/31/2018 Nissan 15, 5778 

Lawrence Meyer 3/31/2018 Nissan 15, 5778 

 
 

MARCH YAHRZEITS 
Leo Kende 3/1/2018 Adar 14, 5778 

Emanuel Rosen 3/1/2018 Adar 14, 5778 

Milton Rothschild 3/1/2018 Adar 14, 5778 

Goldye A. Shapiro 3/1/2018 Adar 14, 5778 

Rose Zeger 3/1/2018 Adar 14, 5778 

Abraham Haibloom 3/2/2018 Adar 15, 5778 

Pearl Nalven 3/2/2018 Adar 15, 5778 

Isabelle Taub 3/2/2018 Adar 15, 5778 

Jule Lambeck 3/4/2018 Adar 17, 5778 

Shirley Conrad 3/5/2018 Adar 18, 5778 

Shaul Kochwa 3/5/2018 Adar 18, 5778 

Albert Konecky 3/5/2018 Adar 18, 5778 

Alan Brody 3/6/2018 Adar 19, 5778 

Dr. H. Victor Crespy 3/6/2018 Adar 19, 5778 

Rebecca Nierenberg 3/6/2018 Adar 19, 5778 

Irving Rubin 3/6/2018 Adar 19, 5778 

Alan Warner 3/6/2018 Adar 19, 5778 

Harry Jacob Ain 3/7/2018 Adar 20, 5778 

Fanny Mereson 3/7/2018 Adar 20, 5778 

Victor Wolder 3/7/2018 Adar 20, 5778 

Florence Wolfe 3/7/2018 Adar 20, 5778 

Helen Yedlin 3/7/2018 Adar 20, 5778 

Vicky Brody 3/8/2018 Adar 21, 5778 
Helen Warshaw  
Rosenbaum 3/8/2018 Adar 21, 5778 

Irving Braunstein 3/9/2018 Adar 22, 5778 

Marilyn Libowitz 3/10/2018 Adar 23, 5778 

Sidney Wurtzel 3/10/2018 Adar 23, 5778 

Howard Baker 3/11/2018 Adar 24, 5778 

Cherie Charas 3/11/2018 Adar 24, 5778 

Marvin King 3/11/2018 Adar 24, 5778 

Julia Konecky 3/11/2018 Adar 24, 5778 

Frieda Goldenberg 3/12/2018 Adar 25, 5778 

Edith Hershaff 3/12/2018 Adar 25, 5778 

Esther Silverman 3/12/2018 Adar 25, 5778 

David Twersky 3/12/2018 Adar 25, 5778 

Sol Blau 3/13/2018 Adar 26, 5778 

Beatrice Glickman 3/13/2018 Adar 26, 5778 

Rivka Barzel 3/14/2018 Adar 27, 5778 

Marian Mandel 3/14/2018 Adar 27, 5778 

Emma Liebling Scheiner 3/14/2018 Adar 27, 5778 

Jack Wortman 3/14/2018 Adar 27, 5778 

Jacob Bab 3/15/2018 Adar 28, 5778 

Pauline Basch 3/15/2018 Adar 28, 5778 

Bella Miller 3/15/2018 Adar 28, 5778 

Herman Richter 3/15/2018 Adar 28, 5778 

 
 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
Charles and Susan Tribbitt 3/23/2018 

Doug Silverman & Fabienne Anstey 3/26/2018 

 
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
Michelle Ann Leimsider 3/6/2018 

Thomas J. Leimsider 3/6/2018 

Gail S. Berman 3/8/2018 

Pamela Wolf 3/10/2018 

Arlene Wiczyk 3/15/2018 

Matthew Boren 3/16/2018 

Naomi Julia Silverman 3/20/2018 

Richard Kutner 3/25/2018 

Vivian Lorene White-Weisner 3/26/2018 

Megan Daneshrad 3/27/2018 
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Sadness is a 
White Bird 
By Moriel 
Rothman-Zecher 
Review by  
Ranen Omer-Sherman 

Rarely does one come across a debut novel as 
artistically accomplished, politically unsettling, and 
emotionally unflinching as Moriel Rothman-Zecherôs 
Sadness Is A White Bird. A richly empathic story of 
Israel and Palestine, history and memory, explored 
through the intimate bonds between young Jewish 
and Muslim Israelis, it offers all that one could wish for 
in a coming-of-age story. By turns humorous, joyful, 
melancholy, erotic, and tragic, the authorôs luminous 
prose consistently delivers the crucial element of 
convincing detail. 

Though it begins and ends in a military prison cell, 
that bleak framing device actually contains an 
ebullient and unpredictable series of events. When 
teenage Jonathan moves back to Israel with his family 
after years of living in the United States, he settles in 
happily with his Jewish high school friends until a 
chance encounter with Nimreen and Laithða twin girl 
and boy who happen to be Palestinian Israelisð
transforms his life irreparably. The three form a 
utopian bond, hitchhike from one end of the country to 
the other, share intimate secrets, smoke pot, and 
gradually fall in love with one another. Jonathanôs 
sexual fluidity is conveyed matter-of-factly and 
perhaps that very indeterminacy spurs him to commit 
other transgressions, including loosening the chains of 
his grandfatherôs sacrosanct ideology. 

As for Nimreen and Laith, readers well-versed in 
Israeli literature might wonder whether Rothman-
Zecher intended to send a salvo across the 
generations by evoking the mysterious twins who 
preoccupied the secret desires of Hannah Gonen, the 
unstable narrator of Amos Ozôs canonical 1968 novel 
My Michael. (He insists no.) In any case, far more 
than figments of subconscious desire, these siblings 
spring to life on the page, as memorably complex as 
Jonathan himself. This being Israel, the three 
inevitably argue passionately about politics and 
identity; their raw and testy exchanges about painful 
realities and misperceptions of the ñotherò constitute 
some of the novelôs most gripping moments. Yet, for a 
time, their shared intimacy seems indestructible. 
However, the twins bitterly recoil when Jonathan 
decides to join the Paratroopers, a decision partly  

inspired by his familyôs own wounded history in 
Salonica, partly by his desire to prove himself in a 
country that places a supreme value on military 
service. He pretends that nothing will change but of 
course everything does: ñMy soldier dream was the 
fourth member of our group, following the three of us 
wherever we went.ò While a vital source of the novelôs 
verisimilitude is its intense exploration of the tender 
solidarity (and poignant illusions) of young soldiers 
training for combat, Sadness Is A White Bird 
adamantly overturns the popular image of the Israeli 
Defense Forces as the worldôs most moral, humane 
army. Rothman-Zecher has little patience for the 
corrosive culture of hypocrisy steadily nurtured by the 
military occupation. But if this novel doesnôt shy from 
taking a principled opposition to Israelôs occupation of 
the Palestinian territories, there is never a moment 
that strays into sanctimony, nor do polemics 
overshadow its sheer artistry as storytelling. 

Without imposing a false symmetry, Sadness 
memorably juxtaposes two family tragedies; one 
concerns the killing of the brother of Jonathanôs 
grandfather in Nazi-occupied Greece, the other the 
cold-blooded murder of Nimreen and Laith's 
grandfather by soldiers in 1956. Inevitably, these 
distant horrors intrude on the present. After a brief 
sojourn in Salonica, Jonathan emerges grimly 
determined to overcome his earlier ambivalences. If 
once he entertained a naïve fantasy of raising mixed 
Jewish-Arab children with Nimreen, he now aspires 
only ñto move straight ahead, from my peopleôs past 
into my peopleôs future, my familyôs future. I was done 
zigzagging into the pasts and presents of other 
peoples, other families.ò The damage Jonathanôs 
sudden turn inflicts on both those he loves and on his 
own increasingly fragile psyche is devastating. Yet 
ultimately someone else pays a far heavier price. 

Rothman-Zecher is an accomplished poet and his 
lyricism often shines, as when he portrays the 
hormonal rush of the young narrator anticipating 
seeing his friends: ñI could almost hear the watery 
murmur of the bong, almost feel the static crackle of 
potential collisions, between tongues and palms and 
slender bodies.ò The author's intense admiration for 
other poetic witnesses to the Middle Eastôs harsh 
realities (including Yehuda Amichai), and a haunting 
homage to the verse of Palestineôs ñunofficial national 
poet" Mahmoud Darwish is delicately interwoven 
throughout, beginning with the novelôs very title. And 
that deep attunement to languageôs inherent poetry is 
also evident in his insistent intermingling of Arabic and 
Hebrew in both their lyrical and slangy forms; the 
result is a vibrant collage of cultures and a happily 
immersive experience for readers. 
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Rothman-Zecher is hardly the first writer to recognize 
that ñothernessò is the most seductive spice in all the 
Middle East, nor is he the first to explore a ñRomeo 
and Julietò narrative between Jews and Arabs. (Just 
last year, Dorit Rabinyan's All the Rivers aroused the 
ire of Israelôs political Right and was banned by the 
Ministry of Education for portraying intimate relations 
between a Jewish woman and a Palestinian man.) But 
Sadness Is A White Bird may be the most artful and 
irresistible exploration of ñillicitò love in the Holy Land 
since A.B. Yehoshuaôs beloved 1977 novel The Lover. 
At once a celebration of youth and love, and a 
lamentation for the daunting odds of sustaining either 
in the tragic circumstances of the Middle East, this 
novel of inconvenient truths is a triumph of the 
aesthetic and moral imagination, one that will likely 
leave its readers (one can only hope that many 
Israelis and Palestinians will be among them) feeling 

unsettled and perhaps utterly transformed. 

The Ruined 
House 
By Ruby Namdar;  
 
Review by Miranda Cooper 

Israeli expat Ruby 
Namdarôs The Ruined 
House is an ambitious, 
remarkable spectacle of a novel. Translated from 
Hebrew into exquisite English by Hillel Halkin, it is set 
in New York City in the early twenty-first century and 
centers on Andrew Cohen, a professor of comparative 
culture at NYU. Namdar renders everything from the 
beautiful to disgusting in lyrical yet incisive prose. A 
Long Island landscape is described in rhapsodic terms 
worthy of F. Scott Fitzgeraldðand violent 
hallucinations, pornography, and bodily functions are 
described with equal precision and imagination. As 
befits the culture critic he is, Andrew scrutinizes 
everything, from the hollowness of elite social 
decorum, to the assimilative processes of the 
American Jewish bourgeoisie, to the frustrations of the 
writing process. This thematic range is enabled by the 
narrativeôs use of free, indirect discourse, which 
grants the reader full access to Andrewôs mind without 
the constraints of first-person narration. Namdarôs 
excellent writing (for which Halkin must also be 
recognized), acute observational commentary, and 
fluency in Jewish religious texts make this novel a 
towering achievement of contemporary Jewish 
literatureðand one that almost transcends the genreôs 
American/Israeli divide, at that. 

Andrew Cohen inhabits a rarified Upper West Side 
Jewish universe that includes Barney Greengrass, 
Absolute Bagels, and Tomôs Diner of Seinfeld fame. 
He is currently undergoing a midlife crisis, complete 
with a girlfriend half his age, who is a former student; 
fears of impotence and castration; waning influence 
over an increasingly diverse academy; and writerôs 
block. Andrew is brilliantðand also arrogant, 
narcissistic, and sometimes misogynistic. Indeed, 
spending 500 pages inside his mind is not always 
enjoyable. The trope of the difficult, aging American 
Jewish intellectual is hardly a rare one in the Jewish 
American literary tradition. The novel is peppered with 
references to Philip Roth, Saul Bellow, and Woody 
Allen, and the character of Andrew owes much to the 
archetype of the Jewish American intellectual that 
those writers refined. 

But these aspects of Andrewôs crisis take second 
place to the core of what Andrew is experiencing: a 
series of disturbing visionsðof the Yom Kippur 
sacrificial ritual during the Second Temple period, the 
destruction of the Second Temple, and of general  

apocalypseðthat become more frequent and more 
disturbing as the novel (and the Jewish year) 
progresses. Yehuda Amichai, the first modern Hebrew 
poet, who appears in the novel as well, is an influence 
as much as Bellow and Roth. If American Jewish 
literature gives this novel its surface, Hebrew literature 
gives it its substance. 

The novel is divided into seven ñbooks,ò each of which 
is further divided into chapters, dated with both the 
Hebrew and Gregorian calendars. These books are 
interspersed with the original story of a High Priest 
performing the Yom Kippur ritual, situated on Talmud-
like pages alongside relevant sections from Torah, 
Talmud, and Mishna, as well as selections from ñThe 
Gate of Rebirth,ò which explains the journeys of 
broken souls over time and which appears to be 
inspired by the Kabbalistic text ñThe Gate of 
Reincarnation.ò With these ñRebirthò sections, Namdar 
seems to imply that Andrewôs soul is connected to that 
of a priestly ancestor. One such section reads, ñIf a 
vital soul has not been perfected in its first stay in 
earth, it must return as often as necessary to perfect 
itself. Even when it has done so, however, it must be 
reborn one more time to be conjoined with an 
intellectual soul.ò Perhaps the excruciating process 
Andrew is undergoing, forced to contend with visions 
of his ancestorsô past, signifies the rejoining of his 
soulðthe intellectual soulðwith his past incarnation, 
the vital soul. 

As Andrew has more and more frequent visions of his 
potential forbearers, his ancestral tradition subtly 
enters his life. He reacts with newfound revulsion to  
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halakha: menstruation, nocturnal emissions, treyf. He 
unconsciously observes Jewish rituals according to 
the calendar. During the Omer, during which 
observant Jews refrain from joyous activities and do 
not cut their hair or shave, he gets a rash that 
prevents him from shaving. When does he finally 
shave? The 18th of Iyar, of course, also known as Lag 
bôOmer, the only time during the Omer that such 
activities are permitted. The day before Tisha bôAv, 
when Jews mourn the Templeôs destruction, he smells 
smoke in a fit of apocalyptic visions. The dramatic 
irony is that, unbeknownst to Andrew, the World Trade 
Center will fall in mere weeks, and his vision of the 
destruction of New York City, of the ruined house, will 
be realized. 

Thus Andrewôs comfortable, secular New York Jewish 
lifestyle is interrupted by and intermingled with 
aspects of his ancestral religious tradition. In that 
sense, ñthe ruined houseò pertains to both New York 
secularity and ancient Judaism. And if the source of 
Andrewôs newly relevant Jewish identity is biblical, 
pre-rabbinic timesðpre-Diasporaðthen the line 
between Israeli and American Jewishness becomes 
irrelevant. In holding these identities together, the 
novel is a remarkable achievement, one which 
Namdar is uniquely qualified to create. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CSFA CHESED COMMITTEE  

will be participating in a   

DOROT PACKAGE DELIVERY AND  VISIT 

ON 

SUNDAY MARCH 18,2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

To volunteer, please email Susan Leimsider at 

thomasandsusan@gmail.com 

 

JANUARY CONTRIBUTIONS 
       
KOL NIDRE 
Frederic & Barbara Newman 
Beth Farber 
      
KIDDUSH      
 George & Carol Jochnowitz  
  In memory of George Fink 
 Beth Farber 
  In memory of Saul Farber 
  In memory of Doris Farber   
     
KIDDUSH CLUB     
 Harold Anfang      
 Andrew and Rhea Schnur Basa    
 Sasson Nabi      
       
YAHRZEIT      
 Toby & Russell Winer  
  Yahrzeit of Bea Axler     
 Paul A. & Maxine Rosenberg 
  Yahrzeit of Harry Rosenberg    
 Stephen Greenfeld  & Alice Bruckenstein  
  Yahrzeit of Marvin Greenfeld    
 George & Carol Jochnowitz  
  Yahrzeit of George Fink    
 Merril & Roselle Mironer  
  Yahrzeit of Barney Mironer    
 Robert Reicher & Michael Devlin 
  Yahrzeit of Oscar Reicher    
 William  C. & Elizabeth   B. Atwood  
  Yahrzeit of Harriet Tischler    

 Leonard & Zafrira Cohen  
  Yahrziet of Mollie G. Cohen   
       
IN MEMORY OF     
 Rozanne Seelen  
  In memory of Anne Berman  
       
JOURNAL      
 Beth Farber      
       
SYNAGOGUE FUND     
 Nicholas Siderakis 
 Beth Farber     
      
BUILDING IMPROVEMENT FUND   
Sasson Nabi  
Beth Farber 
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3 CHEESE PASSOVER 
LASAGNA 

 
 
Try this 3-cheese Passover matzo lasagna; your family 
and friends will be clamoring for you to make it year 
round. 
 
INGREDIENTS 
6 matzos 
2 cups prepared tomato sauce 
1 egg, beaten well 
1 cup ricotta cheese 
1 1/2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese, divided 
1/3 cup Parmesan cheese 
1/8 teaspoon nutmeg 
1 tablespoon fresh parsley, chopped, plus extra for 

 granish 
 
PREPARATION 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 
2. Place matzos in a colander and pour boiling 

water over them; drain immediately. 
3. Lightly oil or spray a 10-inch square pan. 
4. Place a layer of matzo at the bottom of the 

pan, close into the corners, without any 
overlapping edges. 

5. In a bowl combine the egg, ricotta, 1 cup 
mozzarella, parmesan, nutmeg and 1 
tablespoon parsley and mix well. 

6. Spread a layer of the cheese mixture on the 
matzo, followed by a layer of tomato sauce. 
Add another layer of matzo and repeat. 

7. You should have three layers in all, ending 
with a layer of sauce. 

8. Sprinkle the remaining 1/2 cup mozzarella over 
the top and garnish with some fresh chopped 
parsley. 

9. Bake covered at 350 degrees F for 35 minutes. 
Uncover and bake another 10 minutes or until 
cheese on top is golden and bubbly. 

10. Let stand 10 minutes before slicing. 

¶  

FRENCH TOAST MATZO WITH 
DILL CREAM CHEESE 

 
 
 
Taking french toast and making it kosher for Passover! 
It is a 3 layer sandwich you will love. 
 
INGREDIENTS 
3 whole square matzo 
3/4 cup diced dill 
8 ounce Temp Tee Whipped Cream Cheese 
2 cup water 
2 eggs 
Cooking Spray 
 
PREPARATION 

1.  Mix the cream cheese and the chopped dill 
 together and set aside. 
2.  Pour the water in a 9x13" pan (or any pan 
 that is large enough to fit a piece of matzo). 
3.  Take a piece of matzo and place it in the 
 water for about 30 seconds or until the 
 matzo has softened. 
4. Place the matzo on a dishtowel to get rid of 
 any excess water. Pat slightly. 
5. Use ½ of the dill cream cheese mixture and 
 lightly spread onto the matzo. 
6.  Repeat steps 3-5 for the second layer, and 
 finish by placing the third piece of soaked 
 matzo on top. 
7.  While the Matzo is still soft, cut the three 
 layers into 9 squares. Set aside. 
8.  Place 2 eggs in a separate bowl and beat. 
9.  Spray the frying pan, and place the stove 
 on a high heat. 
10. Individually take the matzo sandwich and 
 dip in the egg. Place on frying pan and 
 cook until both sides are golden brown. 
11. Once the sandwich is finished frying, place 
 on a paper towel to damp excess liquid. 
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MATZO BALLS 

 
 
 
Matzo balls - the quintessential addition to chicken 
soup. For another idea, try putting a few into cholent 
instead of kishka. 
 
INGREDIENTS 
1/4 cup matzo meal 
2 eggs 
1 cup water, room temperature 
1/4 cup oil 
1 Dorot Chopped Garlic Cube 
3 Dorot Chopped Onion Cubes 
Salt and pepper to taste 
2 tablespoons chicken consomme 

 
PREPARATION 

1. Mix all ingredients together until uniform. Add 
salt and pepper to taste.  
2.  Refrigerate the mixture for an hour before use.   
3. Make small balls with your hands and put into a 
pot with boiling water. Add a pinch of salt and the 
chicken Consomme.   
4. Cook until the matzo balls float.  Drain and cool. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASSOVER WILD MUSHROOM 
MATZO STUFFING 

 
 
 

 
 
INGREDIENTS 
1 box of matzo farfel, 2 tbsp. oil 
1 onion, sliced 
2 lbs. mixed mushrooms, sliced (portobello, shitake, 
oysters, and button) 
4 Cloves garlic, minced 
2 cups chicken broth 
1 tsp. fresh thyme 
Salt and pepper to taste 
1/4 cup red or white wine 
 
PREPARATION 

1 Saute onion in oil until fragrant. 
2 Add mushrooms, saute until water evaporates. 
Then add garlic, thyme and salt and pepper. 
3 Turn heat to high and pour in wine, allow to 
reduce, stirring constantly. 
4 Add matzo farfel to pan and pour over broth 
slowly as it is absorbed. If too dry add more broth. 
5 Pour stuffing into casserole and bake for about 
30 minutes. 
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Thursday, March 8, 2018  

7:30 PM   

MOVIE NIGHT AT CSFA   

PAST LIFE ï  
directed by Avi Nesher    

   

 

In 1977 Jerusalem, two sisters, the daughters of Holocaust survivors, 

investigate a taboo topic: the mystery of their difficult father's experiences in 

Poland during World War II. This profoundly moving drama confronts a 

burden of history that is still very much part of the Israeli present. 
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Most needed kosher for Passover foods are as follows: 
Canned and Packaged  

Tuna é Salmon éSardines éGefilte Fish 


